[Possibilities of immunotherapy in malignant melanoma].
The immune response of malignant melanoma bases on evident humoral and cellular defence mechanisms of the host against his tumor. Of special interest is a defective immune response, developing in the course of the disease. Hence, any immunotherapy aims at an immunostimulation and immunoregulation. Local and systemic nonspecific immunotherapy try to raise an immune response against the tumor by stimulating unspecifically the whole immune system. On the contrary, specific immunotherapy tries to stimulate directly the defence mechanisms against the tumor by transfusion of antisera (passive immunotherapy) and sensitized cells (adoptive immunotherapy) and by immunizing the patient with tumor tissue (active immunotherapy). One of the best ways in therapy of melanoma seems to be the combination of immunotherapy with chemotherapy, as yet employed in BCG and DTIC treatment.